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U.S. History 
Overview 

 2020 - 2021 
This document is designed provide parents/guardians/community an overview of the curriculum taught in the FBISD classroom. 
This document supports families in understanding the learning goals for the course, and how students will demonstrate what 
they know and are able to do. The overview offers suggestions or possibilities to reinforce learning at home.   
 
Included at the end of this document, you will find: 

• A glossary of curriculum components 
• The content area instructional model 
• Parent resources for this content area 

 
To advance to a particular grading period, click on a link below. 

• Grading Period 1 
• Grading Period 2 
• Grading Period 3 
• Grading Period 4 

Process Standards  
The process standards describe ways in which students are expected to engage in the content.  The process standards weave the 
other knowledge and skills together so that students may be successful problem solvers and use knowledge learned efficiently and 
effectively in daily life. 
 
USH.28 The student understands how historians use historiography to interpret the past and applies critical-thinking skills to 
organize and use information acquired from a variety of valid sources, including technology.   
USH.29 The student communicates in written, oral, and visual forms.   
USH.30 The student uses geographic tools to collect, analyze, and interpret data.  
USH.31 The student uses problem-solving and decision-making skills, working independently and with others.  

Grading Period 1  
Unit 1:  Ideas that Shaped America 
Estimated Date Range:  August 17 – August 21 

Unit Overview:    
In this unit, students will study about the foundations of America and the ideas that have shaped America.  The major focus of this 
unit is that students understand influential texts, founding principles, and individuals as they relate to the foundations of America. 
At home connections: 
  Discuss with students the big ideas and thought-provoking question related to each concept.  

 
Big Ideas:   

• Concept 1:  Knowledgeable and active citizens protect democracy.   
 

Thought Provoking Questions  
• Concept 1: How do we protect democracy? 
 

Concepts within Unit #1 
Link to TEKS 

Success Criteria for this concept 

http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter113/ch113c.html
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Concept #1: Foundations of America 
TEKS: 1A, 1B, 1C, 21A, 21B, 22C 

• Evaluate the importance of the Declaration of Independence and the 
Constitution. (USH.1A, USH.1B)  

• Describe values that are important to protecting our government and make 
America unique. (USH.21A, USH.21B)  

• Describe the actions of U.S. society that are reflective of our national 
identity, patriotism, and civic responsibility.  (USH.1C, USH.22C)  
 

Unit 2:  Transition and Change in America 
Estimated Date Range:  August 24 – September 21 

Estimated Time Frame:  
 

Unit Overview:    
 In this unit, will analyze the social issues affecting minorities after the end of Reconstruction in the South.  They will trace the 
development of the civil rights movement, explain how Jim Crow laws created obstacles to civil rights, and critically examine the 
Plessy v. Ferguson Supreme Court case.  Students will also analyze the closing of the frontier, government policies toward the 
American Indians, the growth of railroads and the cattle industry.  Students will identify the effects of the Homestead Act trace its 
effect on Native cultures.  It is important that students understand that this era marked the closing of the frontier and how that 
affected American interests.  Lastly, students will analyze the changes that took place in late 19th Century America that were 
brought about by the growth of industry in cities, and increased immigration to cities, both from rural areas and foreign 
countries.  Students will also be able to identify and explain technological changes that occurred in this era as well as the economic 
and social issues that were triggered by those changes.  With the knowledge gained from this unit, students will be able to better 
understand the cause and effect relationship between the Gilded Age and the Progressive era.  
 
At home connections: 

Discuss with students the big ideas and thought-provoking question related to each concept.  
Big Ideas:   

• Concept 1: Governmental policies (or the lack of policies) sometimes have unintended consequences.  
• Concept 2: Eras are periods of time, classified by like or related events and issues.   
• Concept 3: Governmental policies (or the lack of policies) sometimes have unintended consequences.  
 

Thought Provoking Questions  
• Concept 1: How is society impacted by governmental policies (or the lack of policies)? 
• Concept 2: What does the name of an era tell us about an era? 
• Concept 3: Is all growth good? 
 

Concepts within Unit # 2 
Link to TEKS 

Success Criteria for this concept 

Concept #1:  Post-Reconstruction: South 
TEKS: 3C, 5B, 9A, 9B, 20A, FB1 

• Explain the development of Reconstruction Era Amendments and the impact this 
had on African Americans. (USH.9A)  

• Explain the cause and effect of Plessy v. Ferguson and Jim Crow laws in order to 
make a connection to the impact these had on African Americans and 
Reconstruction Era Amendments. (USH.3C, USH.9B, USH.20A)  

• Explain the impact reform leaders during this time had on society and politics. 
(USH.5B)  

• Explain the system of convict leasing and how it impacted local history. (FB1)  
Concept #2:  The Gilded Age: North 
Urbanization 
TEKS: 2A, 3A, 3B, 3C, 6A, 13A, 14A, 15B, 
23A, 25B, 26A 

• Describe the factors that led to the rise of big business and the effects of big 
business.  (USH.2A, USH.3B, USH.15B, USH.23A)  

• Explain the causes and effects of immigration (internal and external) during the 
Gilded Age.  (USH.2A, USH.3A, USH.13A, and USH.25B)  

http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter113/ch113c.html
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• Explain the causes and effects of urbanization during the Gilded 
Age.  (USH.2A, USH.3C, USH.6A, USH.13A, USH.14A) 

• Explain the effects of discoveries and innovations on the Gilded Age.  (USH.2A, 
USH.26A)  

Concept #3: Closing the Frontier:  West 
TEKS: 3A, 3B, 12A, 13A, 14A, 15A, 15C, 
25B, 26B, 27A 

• Describe the factors that led to the closing of the frontier, issues settlers faced, 
and how settlers overcame obstacles. (USH.3B, USH.12A, USH.15A, USH.26B, 
USH.27A)  

• Describe how Native Americans were impacted by the closing of the frontier. 
(USH.3A, USH.25B)  

• Describe causes that promoted migration and the effects of migration on the 
west. (USH.13A, USH.14A)  

• Explain how economic issues and foreign policies impacted one another during 
this time. (USH.15C 
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 Unit 3:  Reform and Imperialism 
Estimated Date Range:  September 22 – October 7 

Estimated Time Frame:  
Unit Overview:    
In this two-concept unit, students will study about reform and imperialism.  In the first concept of this unit, 
students will understand that political, social, and economic effects of the Gilded Age led to a call for reform.  In the 
second concept of this unit, students will understand how the United States began to expand and become a world power.    
 
At home connections: 
  Discuss with students the big ideas and thought-provoking question related to each concept.  

 
Big Ideas:   

• Concept 1:  Patterns of change and continuity can be observed across time and place. 
• Concept 2:  Governmental policies (or the lack of policies) sometimes have unintended consequences. 

 
Thought Provoking Questions  

• Concept 1:  How do events from one-time period influence events in later time-periods?    
• Concept 2:  Is all growth good?  

Concepts within Unit # 3 
Link to TEKS 

Success Criteria for this concept   
 

Concept #1:  Reform 
TEKS: 2A, 3A, 3B, 3C, 5A, 5B, 5C, 14B, 15B, 
20B, 22B 

• Summarize the political, economic, and social problems that resulted from the 
Gilded Age, which led to a call for reform. (USH.3A, USH.3B, USH.3C)  

• Determine the degree to which muckrakers and reform leaders impacted 
American society during the Progressive Reform era. (USH.5B)    

• Evaluate the degree to which Teddy Roosevelt's presidency and events of 
impacted the Progressive Era. (USH.5A, USH.14B, USH.15B)   

• Evaluate the degree to which the presidencies and events of Taft and Wilson 
impacted the Progressive Era. (USH.5A, USH.15B, USH.20B, USH.22B)  

• Describe the impact of 3rd parties on the election of 1912. (USH.5C)  
• Summarize why the Progressive Era is a major era in U.S. history, and describe 

its defining characteristics. (USH.2A)  
Concept #2:  Foreign Policy and Expanding 
Influence 
TEKS:2A, 2B, 4A, 4B, 12A, 15C, 15D 

• Summarize the causes and effects of the Spanish-American War. (USH.2B, 
USH.4A, USH.4B, USH.15D)  

• Evaluate support for, opposition to, and effects of expansionism. (USH.4A, 
USH.4B)    

• Explain how foreign policies of this era impacted the U.S. economically. 
(USH.15C)   

• Explain how human and physical geographic factors led to the building of the 
Panama Canal. (USH.4A, USH.12A)  

• Summarize why the 'Emergence As A World Power Era' is a major era in U.S. 
history, and describe its defining characteristics. (USH.2A)  

Unit 4:  WWI 
Grading Period 1 Estimated Date Range: October 8 – October 9  

Grading Period 2 Estimated Date Range:  October 12 – October 20  
Note:  This unit spans two grading periods   

Unit Overview:    
In this two-concept unit, students will study about the causes, events, and effects of WWI.  The major focus of this unit is that 
students understand the reasons for U.S. entry into the war, how technology changed warfare, and the political, social, and 
economic effects of WWI.    

http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter113/ch113c.html
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At home connections: 
  Discuss with students the big ideas and thought-provoking question related to each concept.  

 
Big Ideas:   

• Concept 1:  All conflicts and revolutions have political, social, and economic effects. 
• Concept 2:  Turning points help define major eras in history, some are so significant they change the world. 

 
Thought Provoking Questions  

• Concept 1:  What are the causes and effects of conflict? 
• Concept 2:  When do you know a turning point has occurred? 

 
Concepts within Unit # 4 

Link to TEKS 
Success Criteria for this concept 

Concept #1:  U.S. Enters WWI 
TEKS: 4C, 4D, 4E, 4F, 15D, 18B, 23B 

• Summarize the causes for U.S. entry into WWI.  (USH.4C, USH.4F)  
• Describe the fighting and contributions of American Forces during WWI. 

(USH.4D, USH.4E)  
• Explain how society was impacted on the home front during WWI. (USH.15D, 

USH.18B)  
Concept #2:  End of WWI 
TEKS: 2A, 2B, 4F 

• Summarize the events resulting in the end of WWI, and issues raised, by 
Wilson's Fourteen Points and the Treaty of Versailles. (USH.4F)  

• Summarize the significance of WWI and describe its defining characteristics. 
(USH.2A, USH.2B)   

http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter113/ch113c.html
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Grading Period 2 
Unit 5:  Roaring Twenties 

Estimated Date Range:  October 21 – November 2 
Estimated Time Frame:  

  
Unit Overview:    
In this two-concept unit, students will study about the economics, politics, and society of the 1920s. The major focus of this unit is 
that students understand how a growing economy fostered a changing society and cultural innovations.    
 
At home connections: 
  Discuss with students the big ideas and thought-provoking question related to each concept.  
Big Ideas:   

• Concept 1:  Governmental policies (or the lack of policies) sometimes have unintended consequences.   
• Concept 2:  Events from one time-period influence events in later time-periods.   

 
Thought Provoking Questions  

• Concept 1:  How is society impacted by governmental polices (or lack of policies)?  
• Concept 2:  What does the name of an era tell us about the era? 

 
Concepts within Unit # 5 

Link to TEKS 
Success Criteria for this concept 

Concept #1:  Economics and Politics of the 1920s 
TEKS: 15C, 16A, 18C, 26A, 26C 

• Explain how immigration policy changed following 
WWI. (USH.15C)  

• Summarize the factors that contributed to the economic 
prosperity of the 1920s. (USH.16A, USH.26A, USH.26C)   

• Describe how the Teapot Dome scandal effected citizens' 
trust in the federal government. (USH.18C)  

Concept #2:  Significant events, social issues, and individuals 
of the 1920s 
TEKS:2A, 6A, 6B, 13A, 22B, 24A, 24B, 24C 

• Make connections between the causes and effects of events 
and social issues in the 1920s. (USH.6A, USH.6B, USH.9B, 
USH.24C)  

• Summarize the causes and effects of the Harlem 
Renaissance. (USH.6B, USH.13A, USH.24B, USH.24C)  

• Explain the culture of the 1920s. (USH.24A, USH.24B, 
USH.24C)   

• Evaluate the degree to which congressional acts impact 
achieving equality of political rights. (USH.22B)   

• Summarize why the Roaring 20s is a major era in U.S. history, 
and describe its defining characteristics. (USH.2A)  

Unit 6:  Great Depression and the New Deal 
Estimated Date Range: November 3 – November 17  

Estimated Time Frame:  
  

http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter113/ch113c.html
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Unit Overview:    
In this two-concept unit, students will study about the causes and effects of the Great Depression and the steps taken by the 
government to address it.  The major focus of this unit is for students to understand that economies move through cycles of 
growth and decline, examine what life was like during the Great Depression, and summarize how leaders attempted to address 
and correct the Great Depression.   
 
At home connections: 
  Discuss with students the big ideas and thought-provoking question related to each concept.  
 

Big Ideas:   

• Concept 1:  Turning points help define major eras in history, some are so significant that they change the world.  
• Concept 2:  Leaders are visionaries.  
 

Thought Provoking Questions  
• Concept 1:  Can one point in time change things forever?  
• Concept 2:  Can one person influence a nation? 

 
Concepts within Unit # 6 

Link to TEKS 
Success Criteria for this concept 

Concept #1:  Causes and Life During the Great Depression 
TEKS: 2B, 12A, 15B, 16C 

• Explain the causes of the Great Depression and the 
significance of 1929. (USH.2B, USH.16B)  

• Explain the impacts of the Great Depression on the economy 
and society. (USH.12A, USH.16C)  

• Summarize the initiatives Hoover instituted in response to 
the Depression and how this impacted the economy and 
society. (USH.16C) 

• Describe the connection between the Great Depression and 
the repatriation of people of Mexican heritage. (USH.16C) 

Concept #2:  FDR and the New Deal 
TEKS: 2A, 16D, 16E, 18A, 18B, 19B, 25D 

• Describe the purpose of various New Deal 
agencies/programs and how they continue to impact our 
lives today. (USH.16E)  

• Compare how New Deal programs intended to fix the 
economy to the ideas of how opponents wanted to fix the 
economy. (USH.16D)  

• Evaluate the degree to which New Deal legislation impacted 
relationships at and between the federal and state 
governments. (USH.18A, USH.18B, USH.19B)  

• Summarize the contributions of Eleanor Roosevelt to 
American society. (USH.25D)  

• Summarize the significance of the Great Depression and 
describe its defining characteristics. (USH.2A)   

http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter113/ch113c.html
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Unit 7:  Causes and Effects of WWII 
Estimated Date Range:  November 18 – December 14 

Estimated Time Frame:  
Unit Overview:    
In this three-concept unit, students will study about the causes, events, and effects of WWII.  The major focus of this unit is that 
students understand the reasons for U.S. entry into the war, how the war affected in the home front, and how the U.S. fought a 
multiple front war.    
 
At home connections: 
  Discuss with students the big ideas and thought-provoking question related to each concept.  
 
Big Ideas:   

• Concept 1:  All conflicts and revolutions have political, social, and economic causes.   
• Concept 2:  All conflicts and revolutions have political, social, and economic effects. 
• Concept 3:  Turning points help define major eras, some are so significant they change the world. 
 

Thought Provoking Questions  
• Concept 1:  Can conflicts be avoided? 
• Concept 2:  How does conflict affect people/us? 
• Concept 3:  Can one point in time change things forever? 

 
Concepts within Unit # 7 

Link to TEKS 
Success Criteria for this concept 

Concept #1:  WWII – War Begins 
TEKS: 7A, 7B, 7C 

• Explain how the rise of dictatorships led the U.S. to move 
from a position of neutrality to war. (USH.7A)  

• Evaluate the domestic and international leadership of FDR as 
the U.S. moved from a position of neutrality to war. (USH.7A 
and USH.7B)  

• Summarize the Holocaust. (USH.7C)  
Concept #2:  WWII – Home Front 
TEKS: 7B, 7C, 7F, 17A, 18B 

• Explain how the U.S. prepared for WWII, including FDR's 
domestic leadership. (USH.7B, USH.7F, and USH.17A)  

• Describe life on the American home front. (USH.7F and 
USH.17A)  

• Explain the constitutional issues raised during WWII. (USH.7C 
and USH.18B) 

Concept #3: WWII – Multiple Fronts 
TEKS: 2A, 2B, 7B, 7C, 7D, 7E, 7G, 23B, 26B 

• Summarize the leadership actions, issues, events, and 
contributions associated with fighting in Europe. (USH.7B, 
USH.7D, USH.7E, USH.7G, USH.23B)   

• Summarize the leadership actions, issues, events, and 
contributions associated with fighting in the Pacific. (USH.7B, 
USH.7C, USH.7D, USH.7E, USH.7G)   

• Discuss wartime innovations and U.S. leadership related to 
the innovations during WWII. (USH.26B, USH.7C, USH.7B)  

• Summarize the significance of WWII and describe its defining 
characteristics. (USH.2A and USH.2B)  

Grading Period 3   

http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter113/ch113c.html
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Unit 8:  America and the Cold War  
Estimated Date Range:  January 6 – February 16 

Estimated Time Frame:  
  

Unit Overview:    
In this three-concept unit, students will study about the U.S. during the Cold War. The major focus of this unit is that students 
understand the relationship between the United States and the Soviet Union after WWII, the impact this had on the citizens of 
the United States, the actions of the federal government, and the end of the Cold War.   
 
At home connections: 
  Discuss with students the big ideas and thought-provoking question related to each concept.  
 
Big Ideas:   

• Coming soon! 
 

Thought Provoking Questions  
• Coming soon! 

Concepts within Unit # 8 
Link to TEKS 

Success Criteria for this concept 

Concept #1:  Postwar Boom and the Beginnings of the Cold 
War (1945-1960) 
TEKS: 2B, 8A, 8B, 8C, 17B, 17E, 24B 

• Coming soon! 

Concept #2:  The Cold War Heats Up (1960s and 1970s) 
TEKS:2B, 8A, 8B, 8D, 8E, 8F, 18B, 19A, 20A, 22A, 22B, 23B, 
24A, 26B 

• Coming soon! 

Concept #3: The End of the Cold War 
TEKS: 2A, 2B, 10A, 10B, 11A, 17C 

• Coming soon! 

Unit 9: Great Society & The Civil Rights Movement 
Estimated Date Range: February 17 – March 12 

Estimated Time Frame:  
  

Unit Overview:    
In this two-concept unit, students will study about the Great Society and the Civil Rights movement.  The major focus of the first 
concept in this unit is that students understand the role of the government in creating economic opportunities.  In the second 
concept of this unit, students need to understand political organizations/leaders who were instrumental in the Civil Rights 
movement, the actions of the federal government, and the social impacts on the United States.    
 
At home connections: 
  Discuss with students the big ideas and thought-provoking question related to each concept.  
 
Big Ideas:   

• Coming soon!  
 

Thought Provoking Questions  
• Coming soon! 

Concepts within Unit # 9 Success Criteria for this concept 

http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter113/ch113c.html
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Link to TEKS 

Concept #1:  Great Society 
TEKS: 17D, 25A 

• Coming soon! 

Concept #2:  Civil Rights Movements 
TEKS: 2B, 9B, 9C, 9D, 9EE, 9F, 9G, 9H, 9I, 9J, 17D, 20A, 22A, 
22B, 25A, 25D 

• Coming soon! 

Grading Period 4  
Unit 10: Turn of the Century Transitions:  Presidencies and Societal Issues 

Estimated Date Range: March 22 – May 1 
Estimated Time Frame:  

  
Unit Overview:    
In this three-concept unit, students will study about the end of the 20th century and the beginning of the 21st century, and the 
transitions that resulted in presidencies, the economy, and issues pertaining to contemporary America.   
 
At home connections: 
  Discuss with students the big ideas and thought-provoking question related to each concept.  
 

Big Ideas:   

• Coming soon!  
 

Thought Provoking Questions  
• Coming soon! 

Concepts within Unit # 10 
Link to TEKS 

Success Criteria for this concept 

Concept #1:  Presidencies 
TEKS:  2B, 10B, 10C, 10D, 10E, 11A, 11B, 11C, 13A, 
14B, 17E, 18B, 18C,  18D, 19B, 20A,  23A  

• Coming soon! 

Concept #2:  Global Economic Issues 
TEKS: 11D, 17E, 26B, 27A, 27B  

• Coming soon! 

Concept #3: Contemporary America 
TEKS: 9A, 12A, 13B, 18D, 22C, 22D, 23A, 24B, 24C, 25D, 26A, 
26C, 27A  

• Coming soon! 

http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter113/ch113c.html
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Glossary of Curriculum Components 
 
Overview– The content in this document provides an overview of the pacing and concepts covered in a subject for the 
year. 
TEKS – Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) are the state standards for what students should know and be able 
to do. 
Unit Overview – The unit overview provides a brief description of the concepts covered in each unit. 
Concept – A subtopic of the main topic of the unit. 
Success Criteria—a description of what it looks like to be successful in this concept. 
 
 

Resource 

McGraw Hill US History 
This is the state adopted textbook for high school U.S. 
History.  Click on the link for directions on accessing the 
textbook. 

Discovery Education 
 

This resource provides supplemental resources such as 
maps, videos, and readings to support students in 
learning and understanding social studies.  

Britannica School 
or 

World Book 
 

These resources provide encyclopedia articles and 
primary sources that can be modified to a student’s 
grade level reading ability, as well as games to support 
students in learning and understanding social studies.    

Ebsco Host 
 

This resource provides parents and students with access 
to databases, e-books, journals, and magazines.   

Maps 101 
 

This resource provides maps, animations, video games, 
and activities that support students in learning and 
understanding social studies.  

https://www.fortbendisd.com/Page/92908


   Department of Teaching & Learning 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

NewsELA 
 

This resource provides students with current events articles aligned to 
social standards. 

All resources above can be accessed through 1Link. 

 
This model is an inquiry-based approach to learning Social Studies with a focus on critical thinking skills.   Students 
start with a thought provoking question, which frames the concept and flows throughout.   After students make 
predictions based on the question, students will gather and interpret information to build his/her understanding of 
the standard(s) addressed by the question.  Next, students will communicate the knowledge gained and demonstrate 
understanding by engaging in communication and application skills.  Finally, students will reflect and assess their 
understanding.   

http://1link.fortbendisd.com/

